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APPENDIX. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 

ninety-one. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  and  establish  a  Society  by  the 
name  of  The  Humane  Society  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

WHEREAS  it  is  the  duty  of  government  at  all  times 
to  countenance  and  support  its  citizens  in  their  exertions 
for  alleviating  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  men  ;  and 
whereas  divers  persons  have  petitioned  this  Court  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  whereby  they  may  more  effectually 
carry  into  execution  their  benevolent  designs  : — > 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same ,  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  Russell,  Esq. 
Jonathan  Mason,  Esq.  John  Warren,  M.D.  Rev.  Simeon 
Howard,  D.D.  Rev.  Samuel  Parker,  D  D.  John  Avery, 
Jun.  Esq.  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.D.  Rev.  Peter  Thacher, 
Rev.  John  Clarke,  Dr.  Thomas  Welsh,  Aaron  Dexter,  M.D. 
and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Balch,  together  with  all  those  who  now 
are,  and  such  others  who  shall  become  members  thereof, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  erected  into  and  made  a  body  pol¬ 
itic  corporate  forever,  by  the  name  of  The  Humane  Soci¬ 
ety  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid , 
That  the  said  Corporation  are  hereby  declared  and  made 
capable  in  law  of  having,  holding,  purchasing  and  taking 
in  fee  simple,  or  any  less  estate  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  or 
otherwise,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  other  estate,  real  and 
personal  ;  provided  that  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real 
and  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  thou¬ 
sand  pounds,  and  also  to  sell,  alien,  devise  or  dispose  of  the 
same  estate,  real  and  personal,  not  using  the  same  in  trade 
or  commerce. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid , 

That  the  said  Corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au¬ 
thority  to  make,  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the 
same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure  ;  that  it  shall 
be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im¬ 
pleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  de¬ 
fended  in  all  courts  of  record  or  other  courts  or  places 
whatsoever,  in  all  actions,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  to 
do  and  execute  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things, 
that  to  them  shall  and  may  appertain  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid , 
That  the  said  Corporation  may  make,  establish,  and  put  in 
execution  such  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  the  government  of  said  Corporation  ;  provided  the  same 
shall  in  no  case  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  this  state  ;  and  for  the  well  governing  of  the  said  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  the  ordering  their  affairs,  they  shall  have 
such  officers  as  they  shall  hereafter  from  time  to  time  elect 
and  appoint  ;  and  such  officers  as  shall  be  designated  by 
the  la\ys  and  regulations  of  the  said  Corporation  for  the 
purpose,  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power  for  the 
well  governing  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said  Corpo¬ 
ration  and  calling  and  holding  such  occasional  meetings 
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for  that  purpose,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  by  the 
said  laws  and  regulations. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid , 
That  the  end  and  design  of  the  institution  of  the  said  So¬ 
ciety,  is  for  the  recovery  of  persons  who  meet  with  such 
accidents  as  produce  in  them  the  appearance  of  death, 
and  for  promoting  the  cause  of  humanity  by  pursuing  such 
means  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  have  for  their  object  the 
preservation  of  human  life  and  the  alleviation  of  its  mise¬ 
ries. 

And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  place  where  the 
first  meeting  of  the  said  Society  shall  be  held,  shall  be  in 
the  town  of  Boston  ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Thomas  Russell, 
Esq.  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  fix 
the  time  for  holding  the  said  meeting,  and  to  notify  the  same 
to  the  members  of  the  said  Society  by  causing  the  same 
to  be  published  in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers  fourteen 
days  before  the  time  fixed  on  for  holding  the  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives^  Feb.  21,  1791. 

This  bill  having  had  three  several  readings  passed  to  be 
enacted.  DAVID  COBB,  Speaker. 

In  Senate ,  Feb.  23,  1791. 

This  bill  having  had  two  several  readings  passed  to  be 
enacted.  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  President. 

By  the  Governour  approved.  JOHN  HANCOCK. 
True  copy.  Attest, 

JOHN  AVERY,  Jun.  Secretary , 
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RULES  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HUMANE  SOCIETY, 

Adopted  June  14,  1791. 

No,  1.  THAT  the  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of 
a  number  of  Trustees  not  exceeding  twelve,  of  whom  one 
shall  be  President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  one  Treasurer, 
one  recording  Secretary,  and  one  corresponding  Secretary, 

2.  That  the  Society  shall  meet  twice  every  year  ;  viz, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  December  and  the  second  Tues¬ 
day  in  June,  but  that  the  President  with  the  advice  of  the 
Trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  whenever 
the  business  of  the  Society  shall  require  it. 

3.  That  the  President,  and  Trustees  shall  be  annually 
elected  by  ballot  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  December. 

4.  That  the  recording  Secretary  shall  keep  a  fair  copy 
of  all  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  record 
all  such  cases  and  communications,  as  the  Trustees  shall 
direct. 

5.  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  write  all 
letters  relating  to  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
write  answers  to  all  such  letters  as  the  Society  shall  re¬ 
ceive,  they  being  previously  communicated  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Trustees  assembled. 

6.  That  the  President  and  Trustees,  a  major  part  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  shall,  during  the  vacation, 
between  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  have  the 
care  and  management  of  the  concerns  and  funds  of  the 
Society,  regulate  the  mode  of  receiving  the  annual  sub¬ 
scriptions,  adjudge  the  premiums  due,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  the  Society  ;  and  no  monies  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer  without  their  order,  signed  by  the  President,  or 
in  his  absence  by  the  Vice  President, 


APPENDIX. 


7 


7.  All  property  belonging  to  the  Society,  whether  by 
donation  or  otherwise,  shall  be  held  in  the  name  of  the 
Society,  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  ;  and 
ih  case  of  his  death  be  delivered  to  the  President,  until  a 
new  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen. 

8.  That  any  person  desirous  to  become  a  member  of 
this  Society  shall  be  nominated  by  a  member  of  the  same 
to  the  Trustees,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  determine  his 
election. 

9.  Each  member  shall  annually  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer  a  sum  not  less  than  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence,*  and  any  person  refusing  to  pay  for  three  years  suc¬ 
cessively  said  sum,  or  his  subscription,  shall  no  longer  be 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  his  name  shall 
be  erased  from  the  catalogue. 

10.  That  a  catalogue  of  the  members,  with  the  sums 
they  annually  contribute,  with  the  rules  of  the  Society, 
shall  once  in  three  years  be  published  and  distributed 
among  the  members  ;  together  with  an  account  of  all  do¬ 
nations  received  during  said  term,  and  such  other  papers 
as  the  Trustees  shall  think  proper. 

1 1.  That  such  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  as  shall  engage 
to  afford  their  assistance  towards  promoting  the  views  of 
the  Society  shall  do  it  gratis. 

12.  That  when  any  accident  shall  happen,  producing 
apparent  death,  the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and 
endeavour  to  recover  the  subject,  shall  be  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  pounds,  nor  less  than  six 

^  By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  passed  December  12,  1809,  an  annual  as¬ 
sessment  of  one  dollar  was  substituted. 
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shillings,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  the 
Trustees  shall  think  best. 

13.  That  the  Trustees  be  empowered  to  make  such 
compensation  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  any  one,  who 
shall  receive  into  their  house  the  body  of  a  person  appar¬ 
ently  dead  with  a  view  that  means  may  be  used  for  his 
recovery. 

14.  That  any  person  who  shall,  by  a  signal  exertion, 
save  another  from  death  shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  pounds  lawful  money  ;  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as 
the  Trustees  shall  think  proper. 

15.  That  the  Trustees  shall  appoint  some  person  to 
deliver  a  public  discourse  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June 
every  year  upon  some  subject  connected  with  the  princi¬ 
pal  objects  of  this  Society,  and  there  be  a  collection*  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Society  upon  that  day. 

16.  That  the  Treasurer  annually  exhibit  his  accounts 
to  the  Society,  and  whensoever  the  funds  of  the  said  So¬ 
ciety  will  admit  of  a  compensation  for  his  services,  that  he 
give  bonds  to  the  Society  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  trust. 


*  This  rale,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  collection,  is  repealed  by  a  vote  of 
the  Society  which  passed  December  11,  1798  ;  bat  the  Society  on  the  day 
of  its  anniversary  generally  vote  that  a  collection,  for  the  benefit  of  the  In¬ 
stitution  be  made  on  that  day. 
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LIST  OF  PERSONS 

Who  have  delivered  discourses  before  the  Humane  Society , 

'om  its  institution . 

1787,  JOHN  LATHRQP,  D.D. 

1783,  SIMEON  HOWARD,  D.D. 

1789,  PETER  THACHER,  D.D. 

1790,  BENJAMIN  WATERHOUSE,  M.D 

1791,  SAMUEL  PARKER,  D.D. 

1792,  DR.  JOHN  BARTLETT. 

1793,  JOHN  CLARK,  D.D. 

1794,  THOMAS  BARNARD,  D.D. 

1795,  HON.  JOHN  BROOKS. 

1796,  CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  D  D. 

1797,  JOHN  FLEET,  M.D. 

1798,  WILLIAM  WALTER,  D.D. 

1799,  DR.  ISAAC  HURD, 

1800,  REV.  THOMAS  THACHER. 

1801,  JEDIDIAH  MORSE,  D.D. 

1802,  REV.  ELXPHALET  PORTER. 

1803,  REV.  JOHN  S.  J.  GARDINER 

1804,  DR.  JOHN  HOWARD. 

1805,  REV.  THOMAS  GRAY. 

1806,  REV.  THADDEUS  M.  HARRIS, 

1807,  REY.  WILLIAM  EMERSON. 

1808,  DR.  THOMAS  D  ANFORTH. 

1809,  REV.  JOSEPH  M‘KEAN. 

1810,  JOHN  T.  KIRKLAND,  D.D. 

The  trustees  of  the  Humane  Society  having  been  in¬ 
dividually  informed  of  several  instances  of  persons  who 
had  incurred  death  by  drowning  or  otherwise,  and  been 
fortunately  recovered  by  the  means  recommended  by  the 
Society,  and  no  communication  made  thereof ;  and  con¬ 
vinced  that  publishing  the  circumstances  of  such  incidents 
would  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects,  hereby  request 
the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and  particularly  the 
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gentlemen  in  the  medical  line,  to  communicate  to  the  cor¬ 
responding  secretary,  all  the  instances  that  have,  or  shall 
come  to  their  knowledge,  of  reanimation,  and  the  means 
whereby  those  happy  events  are  accomplished,  with  such 
other  particulars  of  the  time  respiration  was  suspended, 
5kc.  as  they  shall  think  of  importance  to  notice  ;  as  it  is  by 
comparing  the  success  of  different  means  and  operations, 
that  this  important  art  can  be  brought  to  perfection.  The 
trustees  are  also  desirous  of  extending  the  rewards  prom¬ 
ised  by  the  Society  for  signal  exertions  throughout  the 
commonwealth,  and  for  this  reason  they  request  informa¬ 
tion  of  all  the  attempts  of  reanimation,  even  if  they  prove 
unsuccessful. 

N.  B.  The  trustees  request  the  same  favour  from  the 
citizens  of  the  neighbouring  states. 

An  extract  f  rom  the  minutes  of  said  trustees , 

JOHN  AVERY,  Recording  Secretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Humane  Society ,  June  1  H/z,  1799, 

The  trustees  of  the  Humane  Society,  having  had  fre¬ 
quent  applications  for  reward  in  cases,  for  which  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  said  Society  does  not  authorize  their  granting 
a  premium,  wish  their  fellow  citizens  to  be  informed,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  fruitless  applications,  that  the  services 
for  which  said  Society  holds  out  a  reward  are, 

First.  That  when  any  accident  shall  happen,  produc¬ 
ing  apparent  death,  the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and 
endeavour  to  recover  the  subject,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  re¬ 
ward  ;  but  in  no  case  are  the  trustees  allowed  to  exceed 
ten  dollars. 

Secondly .  The  person  who  shall  receive  into  his  or  her 
house,  the  body  of  one  apparently  dead,  with  a  view  that. 
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means  may  be  used  for  its  recovery,  is  also  entitled  to 
such  a  compensation  as  the  trustees  shall  judge  adequate. 

Thirdly .  That  any  person  who  shall,  by  any  signal  exer- 
tion,  save  another  from  death,  is  entitled  to  a  reward  in 
proportion  to  the  risque  and  danger  incurred. 

By  a  signal  exertion  the  trustees  conceive  must  be  un« 
derstood  something  more  than  barely  reaching  out  the  hand, 
or  throwing  a  rope  from  a  wharf,  or  a  boat,  or  even  wa¬ 
ding  into  the  water  to  half  a  man’s  depth,  and  rescuing  a 
man  from  drowning  ;  for  the  principles  of  common  human¬ 
ity  and  sympathy  are  sufficient  motives  for  such  exertions  ; 
but  it  must  include  the  endangering  his  own  life,  or  in¬ 
curring  some  damage,  by  impairing  the  health,  or  injuring 
his  apparel  or  other  property.  In  any  or  all  these  cases 
the  trustees  are  ready  to  grant  adequate  reward,  when 
properly  authenticated  ;  but  do  not  think  themselves  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  regulations  of  the  Society  to  bestow  them  in 
other  cases. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  said  Society , 

JOHN  AVERY,  Rec’g.  Sec'y. 

The  following  communications  must  afifiecir  interesting  to 
the  friends  of  humanity ,  and  have  received  the  attention 
of  the  Society. 

Hingham ,  Feb.  17,  1810, 

Sir , 

On  the  13th  of  Sept,  last,  about  2  o’clock,  P.M.  in  pros¬ 
ecuting  my  voyage  from  the  bay  of  Chatham  to  Hingham, 
when  nearly  abreast  of  Cape  Canso,  I  observed  something 
floating  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  directly  under  my 
lee.  I  immediately  bore  away  towards  it,  and  upon  ap¬ 
proaching  it*  I  discovered  a  person  nearly  exhausted. 
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floating*  upon  the  hatch  of  a  vessel.  I  threw  out  my  boat, 
though  it  blew  very  heavy,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
preserve,  from  a  watery  grave,  Capt.  John  Stairs,  of  the 
schooner  Three  Sisters  of  Halifax,  whose  vessel  had  been 
risen  upon,  and  he,  to  save  his  own  life,  been  compelled 
to  jump  into  the  ocean,  with  nothing  to  support  him  but 
the  hatch  of  his  vessel.  Capt.  Stairs,  when  taken  up,  was 
nearly  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  almost  in  a  state  of  in¬ 
sensibility.  It  was  with  considerable  risk  to  ourselves, 
that  we  attempted  his  safety,  as  it  blew  very  heavy,  and 
the  sea  ran  very  high. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

LEVI  STODDARD. 

I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  statement  of 
facts.  OTHNIEL  MARBLE. 

Dr,  John  Warren ,  Boston, 


'  Plymouth ,  June  4,  1810. 

Sir — The  14th  last  month  three  boys  under  ten,  with 
one  fourteen  years  of  age,  got  into  a  boat  on  a  large  pond 
in  this  town,  called  Billington  Sea,  and  after  sculling  forty 
or  fifty  rods  along  its  margin,  ventured  into  deeper  water, 
and  lost  their  oar  when  about  six  rods  from  the  shore,  and 
in  eight  or  nine  feet  of  water.  Being  alarmed  at  their  sit¬ 
uation,  the  eldest  proposed  swimming  ashore  and  carrying 
on  his  back  David  B.  Harvey,  son  of  Jonathan  Harvey, 
aged  seven  years  :  they  accordingly  jumped  overboard, 
and  the  youngest  seized  his  companion  by  the  neck  in  such 
a  manner  as  prevented  him  from  swimming,  and  they  both 
sunk  to  the  bottom.  The  eldest  immediately  extricated 
himself,  and  made  for  the  shore,  leaving  young  Harvey  in 
the  water.  The  outcry  from  the  two  remaining  boys  in 
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the  boat  and  the  one  on  shore  was  heard  by  Mr.  Silas 
Hathaway,  and  his  son  Frederick,  15  years  old,  who 
were  about  50  rods  distant.  The  latter  being  more  active 
than  his  father  arrived  at  the  shore  first,  plunged  into  the 
water,  and  while  swimming  was  providentially  directed  to 
the  spot,  by  perceiving  the  glimpse  of  a  hand  on  the  sur¬ 
face,  that  instantly  disappeared  ;  he  reached  down,  seized 
the  boy  by  his  clothes,  and  raised  his  head  from  the  water ; 
but  was  unable  to  bring  him  on  shore  without  his  father’s 
assistance.  They  conveyed  the  lad  to  the  house,  stripped 
and  rubbed  him  before  any  signs  of  life  appeared.  I  saw 
him  as  soon  as  the  distance  would  permit,  which  was  nearly 
two  miles.  When  I  arrived  the  boy  had  thrown  off  a  large 
quantity  of  water  from  his  stomach,  and  was  able  to  speak. 
From  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  he  was  at  least 
ten  minutes  under  water. 

For  the  meritorious  and  successful  exertions  of  Silas 
and  Frederick  Hathaway,  permit  me  to  recommend  them 
to  the  pecuniary  notice  of  the  Humane  Society. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  respect, 

Your  humble  servant, 

N.  HAYWARD. 

Dr.  John  Warren , 

President  of  the  Humane  Society. 


HUTS  ERECTED  BY  THE  HUMANE  SOCIETY : 


1787,  One  on  Scituate  beach, 

One  on  the  outer  beach  of  Nantasket, 
One  on  the  west  end  of  Lovell’s  Island, 


at  40 


-  each, 
120 


1789,  One  on  Calf’s  Island, 

One  on  the  east  end  of  Lovell’s  Island, 
One  on  the  other  end  of  Nantasket  beach, 


Carried  over,  $>215 
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Brought  over,  215 

1792,  One  on  Stout’s  Creek  on  Cape  Cod  .  42  50 

1794,  Two  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  .  .  72 

1799,  One  on  Pettick’s  Island  ...  50 


1802,  One  between  Race  Point  and  the  head  °n 
Stout’s  creek,  a  mile  from  Peaked  Hill, 

Cape  Cod, 

One  built  by  the  Society  in  1792,  at  Stout’s 
Creek,  having  washed  away  for  want  of 
a  proper  foundation,  another  has  been  ^»192 
erected  there, 

One  on  Nauset  beach, 

One  between  Nauset  and  Chatham  habours, 

One  on  the  beach  of  Cape  Malebarre  on 
the  sandy  point  of  Chatham, 


The  repairs  on  said  huts,  and  supplying 
them  with  necessary  articles,  has 
cost  the  Society  .  .  161  S3 

1806,  Two  on  Duxborough  beach,*  .  .  140 

Rebuilding  one  on  Lovell’s  Island,  and  re  -  > 

pairing  others  in  Boston  Harbour,  5  2  j2  58 

1807,  Repairs,  &c.  .  .  65  17 

1808,  ditto  .  .  .  .  17  59 

1809,  ditto  .  .  .  .  ,  18  30 


$>1206  47 


APPARENT  DEATH— LIFE  RESTORED. 

a  He  sinks — is  lost  !— none  near  to  give  relief  ! 

“  And  hark— that  scream  !— a  frantic  mother’s  grief  1 
u  Fix’d  on  the  flood  that  would  her  babe  destroy, 

“  Her  eager  eye  deep  searches  for  her  boy  ; 


*  Duxborough  beach,  formerly  called  Salt’s  beach,  is  about  7  miles  long, 
running  from  the  Gurnet  light  house  to  the  southmost  point.  The  distance 
from  the  Plymouth  light  house  to  the  southmost  is  two  miles  and  a  half,  and 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  high  pines.  The  other  hut  is  erected  two  miles 
and  a  half  north  of  the  hut  above  mentioned,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  south 
of  Rowe’s  Hammock. 
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u  He’s  found  ! — but  ah  !  when  anxious  drawn  to  shore, 

“  The  mother  breathless  ! — views  her  child-— no  more  ! 
u  But,  heav’n-instructed — every  effort’s  try’d 
“  Which  wisdom  plann’d,  and  study  has  supply’d, 

“  Eager  to  save,  each  panting  bosom  burns  ; 
u  Life  half  departed,  ’s  beckon’d,  and  returns  : 

“  What  rapt’rous  bliss  the  eager  mind  receives, 

((  When  parent  extasy*  exclaims— He  lives  /” 

RESUSCIT ATIYE  PROCESS. 

WHAT  THOU  DOEST,  DO  QUICKLY. 

Occiditj  qui  non  servat. 

CONVEY  the  person  to  the  nearest  convenient  house, 
with  his  head  raised  :  Strip  and  dry  him  as  quick  as  pos¬ 
sible  ;  clean  the  mouth  and  nostrils  from  froth  and  mud. 
If  a  child,  let  him  be  placed  between  two  persons  naked,  in 
a  hot  bed.  If  an  adult,  lay  him  on  a  hot  blanket  or  bed, 
and,  in  cold  w'eather,  near  a  fire.  In  warm  weather,  the 
air  should  be  freely  admitted  into  the  room.  The  body 
is  next  to  be  gently  rubbed  with  warm  woollen  cloths 
sprinkled  with  spirits,  if  at  hand,  otherwise  dry  :  A  heated 
warming-pan  may  be  now  lightly  moved  over  the  back, 
properly  covered  with  a  blanket,  and  the  body,  if  of  a 
child,  is  to  be  gently  shook  every  few  minutes  :  Bathe 
the  breast  with  hot  rum,  and  persist  in  the  use  of  these 
means  for  several  hours.  If  no  signs  of  life  should  then 
appear,  let  the  body  be  kept  warm  several  hours  longer, 
with  hot  bricks,  or  vessels  of  hot  water,  applied  to  the 
palms  of  the  hands,  and  soles  of  the  feet,  and  this  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  time,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  dictate. 
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The  too  customary  method  of  rolling  on  a  barrel,  sus* 
pending  by  the  feet,  and  every  other  violent  mode  of  agi¬ 
tation,  particularly  in  removing  the  body  from  the  water, 
should  be  most  carefully  avoided 

To  restore  breathing— Introduce  the  pipe  of  a  bellows, 
(when  no  apparatus  is  at  hand)  into  one  of  the  nostrils, 
the  other  and  mouth  being  closed,  inflate  the  lungs,  till  the 
breast  is  a  little  raised  ;  the  mouth  and  nostrils  must  then 
be  let  free. 

Repeat  this  process  till  life  appear. 

Electricity  is  recommended  to  be  early  employed  by  ju¬ 
dicious  practitioners. 

Intense  Cold. 

Rub  the  body  with  snow,  ice,  or  cold  water  ;  restore 
warmth  by  slow  degrees,  and  after  some  time,  if  there  be 
no  appearance  of  life,  the  plans  of  resuscitation  for  the 
drowned  must  be  employed. 

Suspension  by  the  Cord . 

A  few  ounces  of  blood  may  be  taken  from  the  jugular 
vein,  cupping-glasses  applied  to  the  head  and  neck,  and 
bleeding  at  the  temples.  The  other  methods  of  treatment, 
the  same  as  recommended  for  the  apparently  drowned. 

Intoxication . 

The  body  to  be  laid  on  a  bed,  with  the  head  a  little 
raised  ;  the  neckcloth,  &c.  removed. 

Obtain  immediate  medical  assistance,  as  the  modes 
of  treatment  must  be  varied  according  to  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  of  the  patient. 

Suffocation  by  noxious  vapours. 

Cold  water  to  be  repeatedly  thrown  upon  the  face,  Szc. 
drying  the  body  at  intervals.  If  the  body  feels  cold,  em¬ 
ploy  gradual  warmth  :  and  the  plans  for  restoring  the 
drowned,  in  all  cases  of  apparent  death. 
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RESUSCITATION. 

On  the  dawn  or  first  indication  of  returning  life,  the 
prudent  practitioner  will  resign  the  office  of  art  to  nature. 
It  is  evident  that  art  has  contributed  her  share,  by  ena¬ 
bling  nature  to  struggle  with  the  immediate  cause  of  op¬ 
pression. 

It  is,  in  fact,  this  judicious  blending  of  nature  with 
art ,  that  gives  to  the  latter  all  its  efficacy. 

1.  On  signs  of  returning  life. 

A  tea-spoonful  of  warm  water  may  be  given  ;  and,  if 
swallowing  be  returned,  warm  wine,  or  diluted  brandy. 
The  patients  must  be  in  a  warm  bed,  and,  if  disposed  to 
sleep,  they  will  generally  awake  perfectly  restored. 

2.  The  plans  above  recommended  are  to  be  used  three 
or  four  hours. 

It  is  an  absurd  and  vulgar  opinion  to  suppose  persons 
irrecoverable ,  because  life  does  not  soon  make  its  appear* 
ance . 

3.  Bleeding  never  To  be  employed,  unless  by 

THE  DIRECTION  OF  A  PHYSICIAN. 


REFLECTIONS  ON  RE  ANIMATION. 

\ 

Suppose  yourselves  but  for  a  few  moments  in  your 
evening  walk  of  rural  retirement,  imagine  your  contempla¬ 
tions  interrupted  by  an  uncommon  appearance, — behold 
a  young  man  dragged  to  the  shore  without  life  or  motion. 
Scarce  an  hour  has  passed  since  the  object  of  their  atten¬ 
tion  had  left  his  circle  of  domestic  happiness.  And  now 
his  body  swollen,  his  eyes  sunk,  and  his  face  livid.  Without 
the  least  signs  of  life,  they  convey  him  in  hopeless  despon * 
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dence  to  his  own  home.  Fear,  despondency,  and  horrour, 
are  spread  over  the  afflicted  family.  On  one  side  behold 
the  aged  mother  lamenting  her  lost  child  ;  on  the  other, 
stands  mute  the  distracted  wife,  afraid  to  look  up  to  the 
horrid  spectacle  ;  whilst  the  innocent  little  ones  look  with 
amazement  and  wonder  at  the  silence  of  him,  who  always 
so  kindly  greeted  them  on  his  return. 

Those  who  would  most  gladly  take  upon  them  the  task 
of  restoration  are  most  unable  to  perform  it  ;  and  all  the 
precious  moments  which  should  have  been  employed  in  the 
means  of  his  recovery,  are  lost  in  fruitless  lamentation. 
They  hang  over  him  in  silent  anguish,  take  their  last  fare¬ 
well  in  the  agonies  of  despair,  and  consign  him  to  the 
grave. 

And  now  observe  the  change.  It  chances  that  one  of 
the  sons  of  humanity  (which  is  but  another  name  for  this 
institution)  is  passing  by.  As  soon  as  he  hears  of  the 
event  he  flies,  like  the  good  Samaritan ,  to  the  chamber  of 
sorrow,  he  stops  those  who  had  assembled  but  to  gaze  at 
and  desert  him,  calls  on  them  to  assist  him,  and  assiduously 
applies,  with  zeal,  proper  means  to  resuscitate.  Death ,  un¬ 
willing  to  relinquish  his  devoted  prey,  struggles  power¬ 
fully  to  detain  it  ;  seems  to  smile,  as  it  were,  at  the  inef¬ 
fectual  labour  ;  till  at  length  subdued  by  fortitude  and 
perseverance  he  gives  up  the  contest. 

“  A  ray  of  hope  breaks  in  upon  the  gloom,  and  lights 
up  every  countenance.  Behold,  at  last,  again  he  moves, 
he  breathes,  he  lives.  What  follows  is  not  within  the  pow¬ 
er  of  language  to  describe  :  imagination  alone  can  suggest 
to  true  philanthropists  the  delightful  scene  of  wonder  and 
astonishment,  of  mutual  joy,  transport,  and  felicity.” 
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PREMIUMS 

Adjudged  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Humane  Society ,  from 
June  14,  1808,  to  June  14,  1809. 

Jacob  Cloves ,  Green ,  and  Gibson  for  assisting  to 

take  up  several  men  who  wTere  overset  in  a  boat  9 

Lincoln  and  Freeman ,  do.  ....  4 

Theodore  Curtis ,  for  taking  up  a  child  in  danger  of 

drowning  .....  5 

Jesse  Wilcox ,  for  taking  up  a  man  in  danger  of 

drowning  near  South  Boston  Bridge  .  8 

Holbrook  and  Jordan ,  for  saving  several  who  were 

overset  in  a  boat  on  Dorchester  Flats  .  10 

John  Birch ,  R.  Newell ,  Phili/i  Franks ,  Leonard 

Miller ,  Charles  Neal ,  Peter  Curtis ,  $2  each,  for 

taking  up  children  who  had  fallen  into  the  water 

at  different  times  .  .  .  .  12 

Josiah  Lamb  or  d,  Nehemiah  Harding ,  X,o£  Harding , 

Ambrose  Snow ,  Elijah  Dyer ,  Joseph  Rich ,  all  of 

% 

Truro,  who  saved  a  number  of  people  left  upon 
the  wreck  of  the  sch.  Active ,  of  Harpswell,  which 
foundered  Oct.  28,  1808,  about  two  leagues  from 
Cape  Cod  lighthouse,  g6  each  .  .  36 

Elias  Goddard ,  for  his  exertions  in  saving  the  life 
of  two  young  men,  overset  in  a  boat  .  .  6 

Edward  Green ,  for  his  exertions  in  saving  a  person 
from  drowning  ...  .  5 

Nottage  and  i?z'rcg*,  for  saving  three  little  boys  in 
danger  of  drowning  .  .  .  .  .  10 

William  S.  Abraham ,  for  taking  up  a  man  who  had 
fallen  into  the  water  at  Long  Wharf  .  .  3 

Wm.  Thomson ,  for  taking  up  a  girl  from  the  water, 
who  was  in  danger  of  drowning  .  •  3 


Carried  over,  gill 
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Brought  over,  gill 

Lolly  and  Rich ,  taking  up  a  Negro  man,  &x.  $3  to 
one,  and  $2  to  the  other  ...  5 

To  — - ,  a  Malay,  for  saving  a  man  from 

drowning  ......  .5 

Murphy  and  Jenkins ,  two  boys,  who  took  up  a  little 
child  that  was  drowning  .  6 

gi  %r 


PREMIUMS 

From  June ,  1809,  £0  June,  1810. 


Rogers,  for  his  exertions  in  saving  a  child  from 
drowning  .....  3 

Whitt emore  and  Gurney ,  $10  each,  for  their  exer¬ 
tions  in  saving  the  lives  of  several  soldiers  be¬ 
longing  to  Fort  Independence  .  .  20 

Matthew  Hunt ,  for  his  exertions  in  saving  a  child 
from  drowning  »  ....  5 

Robert  Ripley ,  for  taking  up  a  child  that  had  fallen 

into  the  water  .  .  .  .  .  2  50 

Seth  Grammar ,  do.  .  .  4 

Gardner  and  Kingsman ,  for  saving  a  man  from 
drowning  .  ....  .  10 

John  Williams ,  assisting  persons  overset  in  a  boat  5 
Jeremy  McCarthy ,  for  taking  up  a  boy  who  had 
fallen  into  the  common  sewer,  Broad  Street  2 

Abijah  Hovey ,  for  taking  up  a  child  from  the  water  5 
Henry  Goodale ,  do.  .  .  .  .  5 

William  Symmes ,  do.  .  .  .  .  5 

Joseph  Stodder ,  a  lad  who  exerted  himself  to  get  a 

boy  out  of  the  ice,  Mill  pond  .  ,  2  20 


Carried  over,  $68  70 
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Brought  over,  §68  70 

William  Andrews  and  Jesse  Cox ,  for  getting  a  boy- 


out  of  the  water  .....  5 

Charles  Adams ,  James  Andrews ,  &c.  for  saving  two 
boys  who  had  fallen  into  the  water  .  .  5 

Nathaniel  Litchfield ,  for  assisting  persons  who  were 
overset  in  a  boat  .....  2 

Jordan  and  Pitman ,  for  their  exertions  in  saving 
the  life  of  Willard  Doane  .  .  5 

Paul  Tyler ,  for  assisting  with  his  boat  to  pick  up 
a  man  from  the  water  .  .  2 


$87  70 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  SOCIETY  from  June ,  1808,  to  June,  1809. 


Semi-annual  meeting  .  .  .  3 7 

Russell  U  Cutler ,  for  printing  the  discourse  71  50 

Advertising,  &c.  .  .  .  .  .  13  50 

Expenses  of  the  huts,  life  boat,  8cc.  .  .  36  75 

Messenger  .  .  .  .  69  91 

Evans  for  medals,  4  gold,  presented  to  Capt.  Ste¬ 
phenson  and  others,  1  silver.  See  Appendix  to 
the  discourse  of  1808  ...  ,  25 


$253  66 

EXPENSES  from  June,  1809,  to  June,  1810. 


Semi-annual  meeting  ...  27 

Advertisement,  and  notifications  .  .  22 

Expenses  at  Cohasset  .  .  .  20  85 

For  removing  the  huts  at  Provincetown  .  18  30 


Messengers,  Swan  and  Willard  .  .  ,  .  52  11 

§140  26 


22 


APPENDIX. 


Premiums,  1808 — 1809 
1809—1810 


Expenses,  1808—1809, 
1809—1810 


127 
87  70 

$214  70 

253  56 
140  26 

393  82 


$608  52 


PROPERTY  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Massachusetts  state  note  .  .  .  2454  91 

Union  Rank  stock  .  ....  2700 

Six  per  cent.  United  States,  3179  07,  real  value  1780 
Three  per  cent,  real  value  791  25  .  520 

Deferred  stock  .  675  36  .  540 

West  Boston  Bridge,  2  shares  .  .  .  300 

Malden  Bridge,  with  10  shares  of  Chelsea  Bridge 

attached  to  it  .  .  .  800 

$9094  91 

Boston ,  December  9,  1809. 

We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  find  all  the  articles  vouched, 
the  same  right  cast,  and  a  balance  of  $106,  08,  due  to  the 
Society,  and  the  evidences  of  the  property  above  enume¬ 
rated.  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

WILLIAM  WALTER, 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LATE  W.  HAWES,  M.D. 

HONORARY  MEMBER  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HUMANE 

SOCIETY. 

C  Extracted  from  the  Monthly  Mag.  for  Jan .  1809.J 

No  deeds  of  death  (the  conqueror’s  pride)  sullied  thine  ermine  fame, 

The  deeds  of  life  adorn  thy  virtuous  name. 

Died,  at  his  house,  in  Spital-Square,  William  Hawes, 
M.D.  a  man,  whose  long,  active,  disinterested,  and  unwea¬ 
ried  exertions  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  justly  secured  to 
him  the  regard,  esteem,  and  affection  of  all  who  knew 
him,  or  who  feel  an  interest  in  whatever  promotes  the 
happiness  of  their  species ;  nor  can  these  exertions  fail  to 
endear  his  memory  to  posterity,  as  a  benefactor  to  the  hu¬ 
man  race. 

He  was  born  at  Islington,  of  respectable  parents,  on 
November  28,  1736.  After  receiving  his  education  at  St. 
Paul’s  school,  he  went,  as  an  apprentice,  in  the  year  1751, 
to  Mr.  Corson,  an  eminent  apothecary  at  Lambeth.  On 
the  termination  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  attended  with 
great  diligence  the  lectures  given  at  the  hospital,  and  by 
the  different  lecturers  of  the  time.  His  favourite  lecturer 
was  the  late  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  on  whom  he  attend¬ 
ed  for  some  time  after  he  entered  into  business,  living  in 
his  immediate  neighbourhood.  In  1759,  he  settled  as  an 
apothecary  in  the  Strand :  here  he  practised  for  many 
years  with  considerable  success  to  his  patients  and  him¬ 
self.  In  the  year  1767,  a  society  was  instituted  at  Am¬ 
sterdam,  for  the  recovery  of  the  drowned,  in  consequence 
of  some  instances  of  recovery,  which  had  been  happily  ef¬ 
fected,  a  short  time  before,  in  Switzerland.  Memoirs  of 
this  society  were  published,  and  a  copy  of  them  brought 
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from  Holland  by  Dr.  Cogan  ;  these  he  translated  in  1772, 
in  order  to  show  to  the  British  publick,  the  practicability 
of  recovering  persons,  who  had  hitherto  been  considered 
as  dead,  in  consequence  of  being  taken  out  of  the  water 
with  every  appearance  of  death.  These  memoirs  were  no 
sooner  translated,  than  they  engaged  the  benevolent  and 
humane  mind  of  Mr.  Hawes.  He  immediately  advertised, 
that  he  would  pay  rewards  to  those,  who  would  acquaint 
him,  within  a  certain  time,  of  any  person,  who  had  been 
drowned  in  his  neighbourhood  This  he  did  till  the  socie¬ 
ty  was  established  in  the  following  year  :  and  certainly  he 
could  not  have  given  a  more  sincere  or  disinterested 
proof  of  his  wish  to  promote  so  valuable  and  benevolent  an 
object.  In  the  spring  of  1774,  Mr.  Hawes  published  his 
“  Account  of  the  late  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  illness,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  exhibition  of  Dr.  James’s  powder;  together 
with  remarks  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  that  powerful  medi¬ 
cine,  in  the  beginning  of  acute  disease.”  Dr.  Goldsmith 
was  his  intimate  friend,  and  one  of  the  first  whom  he  com 
suited  on  his  plan  of  offering  the  rewards  just  mentioned. 
Mr.  Hawes’  only  motive  in  this  publication  appears  to 
have  been  the  wish  of  being  serviceable  to  others  ;  and  to 
prevent  men,  if  possible,  from  destroying  their  own  lives 
by  the  injudicious  use  of  strong  and  (what  are  called)  in¬ 
fallible  remedies.  “  If  the  desire  I  have  (he  observes)  to 
warn  mankind  against  the  fatal  effects  produced  by  the  in¬ 
discriminate  exhibition  of  various  potent  medicines  has 
betrayed  me  into  an  improper  warmth  of  expression,  I 
hope  to  stand  excused  by  the  humane  and  sensible  part  of 
the  publick,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  preservation 
of  the  lives  of  my  fellow  creatures  wTas  my  principal  in¬ 
ducement  to  it.”  He  acknowledges,  however,  with  the 
greatest  candour,  that  much  good  has  arisen  from  the 
proper  and  skilful  exhibition  of  Dr.  James’s  powder,  in 
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many  cases  of  fever  ;  but  declares,  that  he  has  also  seen 
several  cases  in  which  it  has  proved  highly  injurious.  In 
an  advertisement  to  a  fourth  edition  of  this  account  he 
remarks,  “  It  is  not  my  disposition  to  be  uncandid,  nor  my 
wish  to  injure  the  circumstances  of  any  man  ;  but  what¬ 
soever  in  the  form  of  medicine  appears  likely  to  produce 
a  publick  injury  I  am  determined  to  expose.  I  have  made 
quacks  of  all  denominations  my  SAvorn  enemies  ;  but  what 
medical  man  of  honour  and  reputation  would  wish  to  be 
upon  tolerable  terms  with  the  murderers  of  the  human 
race  ?”  In  the  summer  of  this  year  (1774)  an  association 
of  thirty  gentlemen,  one  half  of  whom  were  the  friends  of 
Dr.  Co  gan,  and  the  other  of  Mr.  Hawes,  formed  them¬ 
selves  into  a  society,  whose  object,  like  that  of  Amster¬ 
dam,  was  to  promote  the  recovery  of  persons,  who  were 
apparently  dead  by  drowning  ;  and,  like  that  society  also, 
their  views  were  at  first  confined  to  the  recovery  of  the 
drowned.  Other  respectable  names  were  soon  added  to  the 
list  ;  and  successful  cases  began  to  increase  its  numbers 
and  reputation.  Dr.  Cogan,  during  his  continuance  in 
England,  prepared  the  reports  of  the  society  from  year  to 
year:  that  he  did  it  with  judgment,  would  be  unnecessary 
to  say,  as  he  can  do  nothing  but  with  the  hand  of  a  mas¬ 
ter.  During  this  time,  Mr.  Hawes  was  most  zealously 
active  in  promoting  the  views  of  the  infant  institution  ; 
but  his  wish  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  oth¬ 
ers  was  limited  or  confined  to  one  point.  Early  in  the 
year  1776,  he  published  an  examination  of  Wesley’s  prim¬ 
itive  physick,  a  work  full  of  the  grossest  absurdities,  and 
the  most  dangerous  remedies  ;  and  which  were  likely  to 
be  destructive  of  the  lives  of  many  of  those  over  whom 
the  name  of  Wesley  had  influence.  This  examination, 
which  passed  through  three  large  editions,  it  is  believed, 
has  been  very  serviceable  in  promoting  the  humane  and 
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disinterested  views  of  its  author.  About  this  time  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  diploma  of  M.  D.  In  the  autumn  of  this  year 
he  gave  his  first  course  of  lectures  on  suspended  anima- 
tion.  The  Doctor’s  object  in  delivering  these  lectures 
was  to  excite  an  investigation  of  the  subject  in  all  its 
branches,  and  particularly  to  lead  the  minds  of  medical 
students  to  it,  and  to  induce  them  to  examine  into,  and 
pay  the  most  minute  attention  to,  all  the  received  signs  of 
life,  in  cases  of  suspended  animation,  whether  from  drown¬ 
ing,  suffocation  by  the  cord,  syncope,  inebriation,  or 
trance ;  from  noxious  vapours,  intense  cold,  and  even 
lightning.  These  lectures  were  continued  for  several 
years,  and  answered  the  very  valuable  purpose  of  turning 
the  attention  of  many  of  his  hearers  to  this  benevolent, 
novel,  and  interesting  subject.  In  1777,  the  Doctor  first 
published  his  “  Address  to  the  pubiick  on  premature  death 
and  premature  interment.”  At  a  considerable  expense 
he  distributed  seven  thousand  of  this  address  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months.  He  also  offered  the  reward  of  one 
guinea  to  any  nurse,  or  other  attendant,  on  any  child  or 
grown  person  returning  to  life  by  their  humane  attention, 
provided  the  fact  was  ascertained  by  a  gentleman  of  the 
faculty,  or  attested  by  three  creditable  persons.  The 
Doctor  asserts,  and  no  one  who  knew  him  can  doubt  it, 
that  his  view  in  incurring  such  heavy  expenses  was  the 
hope  of  exciting  an  universal  attention  to  the  subject  of 
so  much  importance  to  mankind.  Some  time  in  the  year 
1778,  a  more  active  post  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Humane  Society  devolved  on  him,  by  his  being 
chosen  register.  This  was  still  increased  in  the  year  1780, 
when  Dr.  Cogan  returned  to  Holland.  On  this  event  Dr. 
Hawes  greatly  regretted  the  loss  of  so  able  a  colleague, 
and  laments  that  the  task  of  arranging  and  preparing  the 
annual  reports  of  the  society  should  have  “  fallen  into 
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hands  of  such  inferior  ability but  hopes  that  his  zeal 
will  compensate  for  the  want  of  ability,  that  the  important 
cause  then  entrusted  to  his  sole  care  might  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  languish.  Those  only,  who  have  witnessed  the  la¬ 
bour  and  fatigue  which  the  multiplied  concerns  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  necessarily  impose  on  him  who  is  entrusted  with  the 
entire  direction  of  them,  can  justly  appreciate  the  value 
and  extent  of  his  unceasing  exertions  for  promoting  a 
cause  so  near  his  heart,  and  with  which  his  own  happi¬ 
ness,  as  well  as  the  happiness  of  others,  was  interwoven.  ' 
The  Doctor  remarks,  that*  soon  after  this  time  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  reports  of  this  institution  became  more  com¬ 
plex  and  intricate.  As  the  instances  of  resuscitation  mul¬ 
tiplied,  he  observes,  that  new  and  improved  modes  of  treat¬ 
ment  suggested  themselves  to  skilful  practitioners  ;  and 
that  other  species  of  apparent  death,  than  those  hitherto 
treated,  were  also  brought  within  the  reach  of  art.  These 
circumsta.nces,  arising  from  the  liberal  spirit  and  unexam¬ 
pled  fervour  manifested  by  the  medical  assistants,  in  the 

prosecution  of  their  life-saving  views,  concurred  to  render 

* 

the  task  operose  and  complicated.  But,  he  adds,  all  these 
difficulties  sunk  before  the  pleasing  contemplation  of  the 
immense  good  that  would  result  to  mankind  from  it.  In 
1781,  Dr.  Hawes  published  “  An  address  to  the  king  an 4 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  preserving  the  lives  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  on  regulating  the  bills  of  mortality.”  To 
the  third  edition  of  this  work  were  made  very  considera¬ 
ble  additions  ;  particularly,  u  Farther  hints  for  restoring 
animation,  and  for  preserving  health  against  the  pernicious 
influence  of  noxious  vapours,  or  contaminated  air,  by  sim¬ 
ple,  efficacious  means,”  in  a  letter  to  him  by  Dr.  Fothergill, 
The  mind  of  Dr.  Hawes  was  uniformly  and  ardently  era- 

*  In  the  transactions  of  the  society  from  1774  to  1784,  published  in 
1796,  by  Dr.  Hawes. 
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ployed  in  the  general  cause  of  humanity.  His  views  of 
beneficence  were  by  no  means  confined  to  the  object  con¬ 
nected  with  the  institution  of  which  he  was  the  zealous 
advocate  and  unwearied  promoter.  His  whole  life  was  a 
constant  exemplification  of  his  motto  ;  Homo  sum  humani 
nihil  a  me  alienum  fiuto.  He  did  not  suffer  his  exertions 
to  abate,  because  he  could  not  succeed  in  the  first,  second, 
or  third  attempt  ;  but  persevered  with  uncommon  ardour 
till  he  could  obtain  the  object  he  wished  to  promote  for 
the  good  of  others.  Numerous  are  the  instances  of  his 
anonymous  appeals  to  the  publick  liberality  for  the  relief 
of  virtuous  indigence  or  unavoidable  misery.  In  the  year 
1793,  the  introduction  of  the  general  use  of  cottons  instead 
of  silk,  having  occasioned,  as  was  to  be  expected,  a  want 
of  employment  to  the  weavers  of  silk  in  Spitalfields,  a 
great  deal  of  disease,  distress,  and  positive  want,  were  the 
consequences.  Dr.  Hawes,  in  his  capacity  of  physician  to 
the  London  Dispensary,  witnessed  them  with  real  anguish 
of  mind,  and  lamented  his  own  inability  to  afford  relief. 
He  made  several  appeals  to  the  publick  ;  at  length  he  be¬ 
came  happily  instrumental  in  preserving,  from  absolute 
ruin,  nearly  twelve  hundred  families.  The  following  let¬ 
ter  to  a  clergyman  is  one,  among  a  great  many,  which  his 
humane  and  benevolent  mind  dictated  on  the  occasion. 

“  Reverend  Sir, 

“  Permit  me  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion,  and  to  return  you 
my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  voluntary  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  dis¬ 
tressed  weavers.  Believe,  sir,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  language  to  describe 
their  long  and  continued  miseries  ;  miseries  not  brought  on  by  idleness,  in¬ 
temperance,  or  a  dissolute  course  of  life  ;  human  wretchedness,  absolutely 
produced  by  want  of  employment.  My  profession  obliges  me  daily  to  be  an 
eye-witness  to  the  severe  distresses,  trials,  and  afflictions,  of  these  much  to 
be  pitied  of  our  fellow  creatures.  Whole  families,  without  fire,  without 
raiment,  and  without  food  ;  and,  to  add  to  the  catalogue  of  human  woes, 
three,  four,  and  five,  in  many  families,  languishing  on  the  bed  of  sickness. 
I  am  sure,  sir,  you  will  believe  me,  when  I  declare,  that  such  scenes  of 
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complicated  wo  are  too  affecting-  to  dwell  upon  ;  and  therefore  shall  con¬ 
clude  with  my  most  earnest  wishes,  that,  by  your  pleading  in  their  behalf, 
other  divines  may  be  animated  to  the  same  pious  undertaking  :  1  am  certain 
that  publick  benevolence  will  prevent  the  premature  death  of  many,  will 
restore  health  to  numbers,  and  afford  the  staff  of  life  to  thousands  of  afflict¬ 
ed  families. 

I  am,  reverend  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

W.  HAWES, 

Physician  to  the  London  Dispensary. 

Spital  Square,  November  16,  1793. 

About  ten  years  ago,  Dr.  Letsom,  who  had  succeeded  Mr. 
Horsfall  as  treasurer  of  the  Humane  Society,  resigned, 
and  Dr.  Hawes  was  chosen  as  his  successor.  He  had 
previously  discharged  that  part  of  the  treasurer’s  office 
which  consists  in  examining  into  the  claims  for  rewards, 
and  paying  them.  He  therefore  still  continued  his  la¬ 
borious  exertions  for  supporting  and  extending  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  institution,  which  he  had  fostered  with  all  the 
attention,  assiduity,  and  interest  of  a  parent.  Indeed,  a 
man  of  less  ardour,  or  zeal,  or  activity,  must  have  failed 
in  raising  to  that  degree  of  eminence,  which  it  now  pos¬ 
sesses,  the  Humane  Society  of  London.  The  tide  of  pre¬ 
judice,  for  many  years,  ran  very  strong  against  a  set  of 
men  who  presumed,  or  pretended,  to  bring  the  dead  to 
life.  In  other  institutions  the  subscribers  have  the  means 
of  affording  relief  to  some  sick  or  distressed  neighbours, 
or  have  something  to  dispose  of,  some  good  they  can  per¬ 
sonally  confer  ;  but,  in  this  institution,  there  is  nothing  of 
the  kind,  which  has  been  an  obstacle  to  its  establishment. 
Its  patrons  and  promoters  have,  it  is  true,  the  godlike 
satisfaction  of  knowing  they  contribute  towards  preserv¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  many  of  their  fellow  creatures  from  pre¬ 
mature  death.  They  have  a  gratification  too,  of  a  very 
superior  kind,  afforded  them  at  the  anniversary  festival  ; 
they  see  men,  women,  and  children,  whom  they  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  rescue  from  an  untimely  death,  walk  in  solemn 
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and  silent  procession,  expressing,  as  they  pass,  their  grat¬ 
itude  to  God  and  to  their  benefactors.  This  is  one  of  the 
jnost  interesting  and  affecting  scenes  a  man  of  feeling  can 
witness  ;  and  it  seldom  fails  to  cause  the  tear  of  sympathy 
to  steal  down  the  cheeks  of  the  spectators.  It  certainly 
required  all  the  energy  and  undeviating  perseverance  of 
Dr.  H.  to  place  this  institution  in  opposition  to  numerous 
difficulties,  in  that  state  of  respectability  and  permanence 
ill  which  he  has  left  it  ;  and  to  which  such  a  cause  is 
justly  entitled.  To  the  same  zeal  for  saving  the  lives  of 
his  fellow-creatures,  must  we  attribute  his  uniform  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  establishment  of  similar  societies  in  numerous 
towns  of  the  united  kingdom  ;  and  in  various  parts  of 
Europe,  America,  and  India.  No  man  could  be  more 
alive  to  distress  of  every  kind  than  Dr.  Hawes  ;  and 
to  a  great  variety  of  which  he  was  a  constant  witness  in 
his  attendance  on  the  poor,  as  physician  of  the  London 
and  Surry  dispensaries.  In  many  cases  he  found  them 
more  in  want  of  nourishment  than  medicine  ;  having  told 
them  what  was  necessary,  he  would  afford  them  the 
Paeans  of  procuring  this  nourishment,  and  hasten  from  them 
to  prevent  their  overwhelming  him  with  their  gratitude. 
Instances  too  have  frequently  occurred  of  his  overtaking 
persons  in  the  street,  whom  lie  knew  to  be  in  great  want ; 
of  his  taking  his  hand  from  his  pocket,  and  putting  the 
means  of  relief  into  their  hand,  and  passing  quickly  on. 
The  instances  of  his  benevolence,  humanity,  and  real 
charity,  must  have  been  numerous  ;  for  many  of  those 
which  are  known,  have  been  incidentally  discovered. 
It  was  truly  said  of  him  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
a  day  or  two  after  his  death,  that  he  was  a  man  of  whom 
it  may  with  the  greatest  truth  be  asserted,  that  his  only 
failings  arose  from  an  overflow  of  the  milk  of  human 
kindness  ;  that  he  was  open  and  unsuspecting  as  neon- 
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clay  ;  that  his  heart  was  always  in  his  hand,  and  his 
benevolence  unbounded  ;  and  that  the  tears  and  regrets 
of  thousands  would  follow  him  to  the  grave,  with  the  con¬ 
solatory  reflection  that  he  is  gone  to  receive  the  reward  of 
a  well-spent,  active,  useful,  and  virtuous  life.  As  a  friend, 
he  was  sincere,  and  without  the  least  reserve.  In  him 
was  no  guile.  To  his  family  he  was  the  affectionate  friend, 
and  indulgent  father;  and  by  whom  he  was  most  deserv¬ 
edly  and  tenderly  beloved.  His  highest  gratification  was, 
to  see  those  around  him  happy,  and  to  contribute,  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  promote  their  pleasures  and  com¬ 
fort.  His  manners  were  kind  and  conciliating ;  his  tem¬ 
per  frank,  generous,  and  uncommonly  cheerful.  On  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  November  6,  he  was  attacked  with  a 
very  painful  disease,  which,  though  the  skill  and  attention 
of  Messrs.  Cline  and  Addington  succeeded  in  mitigating, 
they  could  not  remove.  During  this  severe  illness,  his 
patience,  composure,  and  resignation,  were  truly  exem¬ 
plary.  The  activity  of  his  mind  continued  with  him  to 
the  last  ;  and  to  the  last  moment  he  was  sensible.  On 
Monday  morning,  December  5,  he  was,  at  six  o'clock,  re¬ 
marking  on  something  that  was  passing  ;  at  a  quarter  past 
six,  he  gently  closed  his  eyes  on  this  life,  with  a  look  of 
affection  and  tenderness  to  those  of  his  family,  who  were 
then  surrounding  him.  He  w7as  buried  at  Islington,  on 
Tuesday,  December  13.  Three  mourning  coaches,  filled 
with  his  relatives,  and  a  few  of  his  most  intimate  friends, 
attended  him  to  the  grave.  To  these  were  unexpectedly 
added,  in  the  square,  seven  other  mourning  coaches,  filled 
with  those  friends  who  were  desirous  of  thus  publickly 
manifesting  their  esteem  for  him,  and  accompanying  him 
to  his  last  abode  in  -this  world.  The  church  was  filled, 
and  the  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  such  a  man  was  abundantly 
visible. 
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Mr.  Ebenezer  Francis, 

Mr.  Samuel  A.  Frazier,  Dux- 
borough , 

Rev.  James  Freeman, 

Mr.  James  Freeman, 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Sand, 
ivichy 

Mr.  Aclam  French, 

Mr.  John  French, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Fuller. 

G. 

Mr.  Abraham  W.  Carnage, 
Caleb  Gannett,  Esq.  Cam¬ 
bridge , 

Rev.  John  S.  J.  Gardiner, 
Capt.  Gideon  Gardner,  Nan¬ 
tucket^ 

Capt.  Jared  Gardner,  do . 
John  Gardner,  Esq. 

Eben.  Gay,  Esq.  Hingham , 
His  Excellency  Elbridge  Ger¬ 
ry,  Esq.  Cambridge , 

Mr.  J.  T.  Gilman, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Goddard, 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Goddard, 

Mr.  Thacher  Goddard, 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Goodwin, 
Nathaniel  Goodwin,  Esq. 
Plymouth , 

Capt.  Ozias  Goodwin, 

Capt.  Randolph  Goodwin, 

Dresden , 

Mr.  Simeon  Goodwin, 

Mr.  John  Gore, 

Mr  Samuel  Gore, 

Dr.  John  Gorham, 

Mr,  Moses  Grant, 

Mr.  Moses  Grant,  Jun„ 
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THE  LIFE  BOAT 

W  as  invented  by  Mr.  Greathead,  a  boat -builder,  at  Shields, 
in  England  ;  for  which  he  has  received,  independent  of 
small  gratuities  from  private  societies,  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  from  Trinity  house,  and  a  grant  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  from  the  British  parliament.  This  boat  contains  thir¬ 
ty  persons  with  ease,  can  neither  sink  nor  overset,  and  rides, 
with  perfect  security,  where  no  other  floating  machine  could 
exist.  The  price  of  a  ten-oared  boat,  which  is  the  largest, 
amounts  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  sterling. 

A  witness  examined  by  a  committee  of  the  house  of  com¬ 
mons  stated,  that  u  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  curvature  of 
the  keel  of  this  boat,  is  the  foundation  and  basis  of  its  ex¬ 
cellence.  It  regulates,  in  a  great  measure,  the  shear,  with 
the  elevation  towards  the  ends.  This  construction  spreads, 
and  repels  the  water  in  every  direction,  and  enables  her  to 
ascend  and  descend  with  great  facility  over  the  breakers. 
The  ends  being  reduced  regularly  from  the  centre  to  less 
than  one  third  proportion  of  the  midships,  both  ends  are 
lighter  than  the  body  section  By  means  of  the  curved  keel, 
and  the  centre  of  gravity  being  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
boat,  she  preserves  equilibrium  in  the  midst  of  the  breakers. 
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The  internal  shallowness  of  the  boat  in  the  body  section,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  convexity  of  the  keel,  and  the  shear  at  the 
top,  leaves  so  small  a  space  for  the  water  to  occupy,  that 
the  boat,  though  filled  with  water,  is  in  no  danger  of  sink¬ 
ing  or  upsetting.  The  buoyancy  of  the  boat,  when  filled 
with  water,  is  also  assisted  by  the  cork  being  placed  above 
the  water  line.” 

Mr.  Greathead,  the  inventor,  being  examined  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  desired  to  explain  what  suggested  to  him  the 
peculiar  construction  of  the  life  boat,  stated,  that  “  the  fol¬ 
lowing  idea  had  frequently  occurred  to  him,  from  which  he 
had  conceived  the  principle  of  his  invention.  Take  a  sphe¬ 
roid,  and  divide  it  into  quarters.  Each  quarter  is  eliptical, 
and  nearly  resembles  the  half  of  a  wooden  bowl,  having  a 
curvature  with  projecting  ends.  Thfs  thrown  into  the  sea, 
or  broken  water,  cannot  be  upset,  or  lie  with  the  bottom 
upwards.” 

The  life  boat  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  Humane 
Society  is  stationed  at  Cohasset,  under  the  immediate  care 
and  direction  of  Captains  John  J.  Lathrop  and  Peter  Lath- 
rop  of  that  town.  She  measures  thirty  feet  by  ten  ;  in  form 
much  resembles  a  common  whale  boat,  except  the  bottom, 
which  is  much  flatter;  and  is  lined  with  cork  inside  and 
outside  of  the  gunwale,  about  two  feet  in  breadth,  and  the 
seats  underneath,  together  with  the  stem  and  stern,  are  fill¬ 
ed  with  cork  also. 

She  is  rowed  by  ten  men,  double  backed,  but  is  fitted  for 
twelve  ;  and  steered  by  two  men  with  oars,  one  at  each  end, 
both  ends  being  alike.  Long  poles  are  provided  for  the 
men  to  keep  the  boat  from  being  drove  broad  side  to  the 
shore  either  in  going  off  or  landing.  The  poles,  about  six 
inches  from  their  lower  ends,  increase  in  diameter  so  as  to 
form  a  flat  surface  against  the  sand,  otherwise  they  would 
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sink  into  it,  ancl  be  of  no  use.  Seven  hundred  weight  of 
the  best  cork  would  be  sufficient  for  a  boat  of  her  dimen¬ 
sions  ;  but  that  which  was  used  inside  her  being  indifferent, 
the  weight  of  her  cork  is  considerably  increased.  She 
draws  very  little  water,  and,  when  full,  is  able  to  carry 
twenty  people.  The  boat  is  able  to  contend  against  the 
most  tremendous  sea  and  broken  water,  and  boats  of  her 
construction  have  proved,  in  England,  extremely  useful  in 
preserving  the  lives  of  shipwrecked  mariners. 

She  was  built  at  Nantucket,  by  Mr.  William  Raymond, 
under  the  inspection  of  Capt.  Gideon  Gardner,  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  October,  1807.  She  is  stationed  at  Cohasset  by 
the  advice  of  the  most  respectable  mariners.  No  occasion 
has  yet  called  her  into  use. 

# 

JV'.B.  The  trustees  of  the  Massa.  Humane  Society  regret 
that  the  excellent  sermon  preached  in  June ,  1810,  at  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society ,  could  not  be  obtained  so  as  to 
precede  this  appendix .  They  hope  the  publick  expectation 
nvill  soon  be  gratified  by  a  perusal  of  it . 

August,  1810. 
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